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Trade Facilitation Negotiations for Asian LDC 

Members and Observers of the WTO  
 

Cambodiana Hotel, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
10 – 11 November 2009 

 
 
Countries invited: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Laos PDR, Nepal 
 

Draft Programme 
 
Tuesday, 10 November  
 
09:00 – 09:30 Registration of Participants 
 
09:30 – 10:00 Welcome Speech and Introductory Remarks  

Speakers: H.E. Dr. Cham Prasidh, Senior Minister and Minister of 
Commerce, Kingdom of Cambodia 
Dr. Esperanza Durán, Executive Director, AITIC 

 
Session I: The Doha Negotiations on Trade Facilitation  
 
10:00 – 10:45 State of Play of Trade Facilitation Negotiations at the WTO 

Speaker: Mr. David Woods, Managing Director, World Trade Agenda 
Consultants, former Director of Information, GATT / WTO 

  
10:45 – 11:15 Trade Facilitation Negotiations from the LDC Perspective  
 Speakers: Mr. Penn Sovicheat, Director, Department of Notifications 

and Legal Compliance, Ministry of Commerce - Cambodia 
Mr. Ataur Rahman, Director, WTO Cell, Ministry of 

 Commerce - Bangladesh 
 
11:15– 11:30 Coffee Break 
 
Session II: GATT Article V (Freedom of Transit) 
  
11:30 – 11:45 Key Issues in the Negotiations on Article V  
 Speaker: Mr. José Maria Rubiato 
   OIC, Trade Logistics Branch 
   UNCTAD Division on Technology and Logistics 
                                                            
1 This seminar is a component of a DFID-financed project Supporting LDCs in the Doha Trade 
Facilitation Negotiations of the WTO.  
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11:45 – 12:30 LLDCs Perspectives on Transit Issues - One Member and Two 
 Observers of WTO 

Speaker: Representative of Nepal (WTO Member) 
 Representative of Lao PDR (in accession to WTO) 
 Representative of Bhutan (in accession to WTO) 

 
12:30 – 13:00 Discussion 
 
13:00 – 14:00 Lunch 
 
Session III: GATT Article VIII (Fees and Formalities on Imports and 

Exports) 
   
14:00 – 14:30 Issues of Interest to LDCs on Article VIII 
 Speaker:  Mr. José Maria Rubiato 
   OIC, Trade Logistics Branch 
   UNCTAD Division on Technology and Logistics 
 
14:30 – 15:00 Disciplines on Fees and Charges 
 Speakers: Representative of Nepal  

 Mr. Mashuk Al Hussein, First Secretary, Customs - Bangladesh 
 

15:00 – 15:30 Border Agency Cooperation 
 Speakers: Dr. Kun Nhem, Deputy Director General of General  
  Department of Cambodia Customs and Excise,  

 Ministry of Economic and Finance 
 Representative of Lao PDR 

 
15:30 – 15:45 Discussion 
 
15:45 – 16:00 Coffee Break 
 
16:00 – 16:30 Limitation of Formalities and Documentation Requirements 

Speaker: Mr. Zhang Shujie 
 Regional Office for Capacity Building, Asia-Pacific 
 World Customs Organization 
 

16:30 – 16:45 Discussion 
  
16:45 – 17:15 Single Window  
 Speaker: Mr. José Maria Rubiato 
   OIC, Trade Logistics Branch 
   UNCTAD Division on Technology and Logistics 

 
17:15 – 17:30 Discussion 
 
Wednesday, 11 November 
 
Session IV: GATT Article X (Publication and Administration of Trade 
 Regulations) 
 
9:30 – 10:00 An Overview of the Negotiations on Article X 
 Speaker:  Mr. José Maria Rubiato 
   OIC, Trade Logistics Branch 
   UNCTAD Division on Technology and Logistics 
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10:00 – 10:30 Transparency and Publication of Border Procedures – 
Establishment of Enquiry Points and Notifications  
Speaker:  Mr. Zhang Shujie 
 Regional Office for Capacity Building, Asia-Pacific 
 World Customs Organization 
  

10:30 – 10:45 Discussion 
 
10:45 – 11:00 Coffee/Tea Break 
 
11:00 – 11:30 Advance Rulings and Appeal Procedures – Appeal Mechanism  

Speaker:  Mr. Zhang Shujie  
 Regional Office for Capacity Building, Asia-Pacific 
 World Customs Organization 

 
11:30 – 11:45 Discussion 
 
Session V: National Perspectives & Trade Facilitation-Related Measures 
 
11:45 - 12:15  WTO Accession – Challenges and Solutions; Adjusting for Gains of 

 Membership   
Speakers: Mr. Chiedu Osakwe, Director, WTO Accessions Division  
                   Mr. Dimitar Bratanov, Economic Affairs Officer, WTO 

Accessions Division  
 
12:15 – 13:00  Needs Assessments  

 Representative of Afghanistan 
 (Completed February 2009)  
 Representative of Lao PDR  
 (To be completed September 2009) 
  

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch  
 
14:30 – 15:15 Agencies and Organisations Involved in Cross-Border Trade Issues 
 Speakers: Representative of Nepal  

 Dr. Kun Nhem, Deputy Director General of General 
 Department of Cambodia Customs and Excise,  
 Ministry of Economic and Finance  
 Mr. Mashuk Al Hussein, First Secretary, Customs - Bangladesh 

  
15:15 – 15:30 Discussion 
 
15:30 – 16:00  Private Sector Needs in the Improvement of Trade Facilitation 
 Speaker: Mr. Penn Sovicheat, Director, Department of Notifications 

and Legal Compliance, Ministry of Commerce - Cambodia 
 
16:00 – 16:15 Discussion 
 
16:15 – 16:30 Summary and Evaluation 
 Dr. Esperanza Durán, Executive Director, AITIC 
 
16:30 – 17:00 Closing Ceremony 

H.E. Dr. Cham Prasidh, Senior Minister and Minister of Commerce, 
Kingdom of Cambodia 

 
 



  Ministry of Commerce Regional Workshop                             Information and Cooperation

No NAME TITLE ORGANIZATION ADDRESS E‐MAIL
1 Dr. Esperanza DURAN Executive Director AITIC 9, Rue de Varembé 1211 

Genva, Swtiz
eduran@aitic.org

2 Mr Robert LYNAM Trade Affairs Officer AITIC 9, Rue de Varembé 1211 rlynam@aitic.org

Agency for International Trade

Trade Facilitation Negotiations for Asian LDC
Members and Observers of the WTO

Cambodiana Hotel, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
10 ‐ 11 November 2009

2 Mr. Robert LYNAM Trade Affairs Officer AITIC 9, Rue de Varembé 1211 
Genva, Swtiz

rlynam@aitic.org

3 Mr. David WOODS Managing Director World Trade Agenda Consultants d.woods@tradeagenda.com

4 Mr. José Maria RUBIATO Officer in Charge Trade Logistics Branch UNCTAD 
Division on Technology and 
Logistics

UNCTAD, Geneva, Switz jose.rubiato@unctad.org

5 Mr. Chiedu OSAKWE Director WTO Accessions Devision WTO, Geneva, Switz chiedu.osakwe@wto.org

6 Mr. Dimitar BRATANOV Economic Affairs Officer WTO Accessions Devision WTO, Geneva, Switz dimitar.bratanov@wto.org

7 Mr. ZHANG Shujie Regional Officer for 
Capacity Building

Asia‐Pacific Regional Office for 
Capacity Building (ROCB), World 
Customs Organization

WCO Asia Pacific ROCB c/o 
Thai Cutoms Depts. 
Sunthornkosa Road, Khlong 
Teoy, Bangkok 10110

shujie@rocbap.org

8 Mr. Rahmatullah KAWSARY Assistant to the Minister of 
Commerce

Afghanistan Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry

Darluman Road, Kabul, 
Afghanistan

kawsary_ra@hotmail.com
(Regional Participants)



9 Mr. Mozammi SHINWARI Head of WTO Accession 
Unit & Advisor

Afghanistan Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry

Darluman Road, Kabul, 
Afghanistan

shinwari000@hotmail.com

10 Mr. Mashuk AL HOSSEIN First Secretary Customs Bangladesh Ministry of Finance, 
The National Board of Revenue

Segunbagicha, Dhaka, 
Bangladesh

mashukalhossain@yahoo.com

11 Mr. Ataur RAHMAN Director WTO Cell Bangladesh Ministry of 
Commerce

Building No. 3, Room 244, 
Dhaka, Bangladesh

ataur_wto08@yahoo.com

12 Mr. Kinley WANGCHUK Regional Director Bhutan Regional Trade & Industry 
Office

P.B. 141 Thimphu, Bhutan kinley@druknet.bt

13 Mr. Penday DORJI Import Licensing Officer Bhutan Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, Department of Trade

P.B. 141 Thimphu, Bhutan pendayc@yahoo.com

14 Mr. Khemdeth SIHAVONG Director of Division Lao PDR Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce

P.O. Box 4107, Phonexay 
Road, Vientiane, Laos

kasihavong@hotmail.com

15 Mr. Khammoune 
BOUAPHANH

Secretary General of 
National Transport 
Facilitation Committee

Lao PDR Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport, Department of 
Transport

P.O. Box 4107, Phonexay 
Road, Vientiane, Laos

khamntc@laotel.com

Facilitation Committee Transport
16 Mr. Dikar BHATTA Director, Department of 

Customs
Nepal Ministry of Finance Singha Durbar, Kathmandu, 

Nepal
dikarb@yahoo.com

17 Mr. Krishna Prasad DHAKAL Section Officer Nepal Ministry of Commerce and 
Supplies

Singha Durbar, Kathmandu, 
Nepal

dhakalkrishna2003@yahoo.com


